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Waterfowl-food plants in the Currituck Sound - Back Bay region in 

North Carolina end Virginia show an encouraging recovery this year from the 

pollution and turbidity of the water that a few years ago threatened to ruin 

what was once a hunter’s paradise, reports the Bureau of Biological Survey, 

U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

Bureau investigators have recently found a better crop of duck-food 

plants growing in the region that has been known there for several years. The 

plants, they report, are healthier and are appearing in areas that have been 

barren for some time. 

After removal of the locks in the Albemarle-Chesapeake Canal in 1918-- 

a war measure and one intended to facilitate commerce--pollution, explains 

the Bureau, came into the sound and bay through the canal. The water became 

turbid, and waterfowl-food and fish conditions in the area grew progressively 
I_ -- 

worse. 

Rest ored about R year ago, the locks again block the movement of 

water carrying industrial pollution from Norfolk and Portsmouth. The tur- 

bidity, which prevented the sun’s rays from penetrating the water and thus 

made plant growth almost impossible, is clearing up as rapidly as could be 

expected, says the Biological Survey. 
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